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McCluney Decision in October? 


The FCC August 13 presented 
its evidence in a case seeking to 
revoke and suspend the 
amateur station and operator 
licenses of Sam McCluney, 
KOECG. The eight-hour hearing 
in Jacksonville heard FCC 
employee Richard Ziegler, 
Gettysburg, Pa., testify he 
thinks McCluney’s application 
for renewal of his amateur 
license had been altered. 
Ziegler said that there were 
marks on the application that 
were not in red pencil, or pen 
used to guide the key-punch 
operators he supervises. The 
words ‘‘amateur extra’’ were 
written in with some non red 
marker said Ziegler. 

Richard Ziegler heads two 
sections of the licensing branch 
that handles 610,000 Amateur, 
Citizen’s (CB), Marine and 
Aviation. Ziegler said he spends 
an average of four hours a day 
on amateur problems. When 
cross-examined he said they 
were all amateur problems and 
not CB problems. CB license 
applications presented less 
problems than ham _ license 


NEW FCC ENGINEER 


IN CHARGE | 

Mr. Jack J. May, K4AZO 
was appointed Engineer in 
Charge of the Miami office. 
May, a native of Miami, had 
been assistant EIC in the Miami 
Office since 1964. He has been 
with FCC since 1958. He served 
in the Navy during World War II 
and attended the University of 
Florida and the University of 
Miami. The appointment 
became effective Aug. 5, 1973. 
Jack replaces Art Gilbert 
(W4HVC) who is now retired in 
Orlando. 

Jack is semi-active on the 
amateur bands and tries to 
make most of the hamfests in 
South Florida. Let’s all give 
Jack our full support. 


process does not allow for 
Public Defenders for the poor. 
probably come late in October. McCluney is a student at the 

McCluney acted as his own University of Florida in 
lawyer. The FCC hearing Gainesville. 


applications said Ziegler. 
A decision on this hearing will 


“eerie. 


Al Suhr, WB4AID receives an ARRL PULBIC SERVICE AWARD 

from Palm Beach Emergency Coordinator, J. L. Arendell, 

WB4RLU, on left. The Award was issued to Al for all his work 

during the Managua, Nicaragua earthquake last December. This 

photo by Lelliani Hu appeared in the Palm Beach Post-Times. Both 

aon are members of the Fla. Midday Traffic Net and the 
-R.E.C. 


Here is a general view of the Platinum Coast ARS Hamfest in 
Melbourne Sept. 8th and 9th. The joint was jumpin’ both days with 
lots of AWARDS, meetings and eyeballs. See reports page 16. 
(Photo by W4BWS) 


Two Meter RTTY, 


Everyone? 


By Bob Crumley, K4DXR 

Two meter RTTY (teletype) 
is certainly not a new mode of 
amateur operation. In fact, in 
many parts of the country, 
RTTY nets and general two 
meter teletype activity is a good 
bit more popular than most 
people imagine. On the other 
hand, there are many amateurs 
(yes, even old timers) who have 
never even seen an amateur 
teletype station. In Florida, at 
the moment, there are no known 
two meter RTTY nets, although 
there are many amateurs 
throughout the state who enjoy 
this mode. There is not the 
activity there could and should 
be. 

We think that Florida 
amateurs are missing a good 
bet! We know that a well 
organized and well supported 
two meter teletype net 
operation would enhance the 
public image of amateurs in 
general. Emergency 
organizations such as the Red 
Cross, Civil Defense and other 
related groups would benefit 
greatly by an active two meter 
teletype net. It is a fact that 
more traffic can be handled via 
RTTY with more accuracy and 
in less time than any other 
means of communication. 

With the right kind of interest, 
a little education and 
promotion, and some effective 
help from amateurs who are 
already active RTTY men, an 
active Florida Two Meter 
Teletype Net can become a 
reality. 

We believe that there are 
hundreds of Florida amateurs 
who, at some time or other, 
have wished they could, or 
thought they would like to, try 
teletype. Those desires may 
have been suppressed because 
the average amateur 


(Continued on page 16) 


FLORIDA SKIP, INC. 


P.O. Box 501 
Miami Springs, Florida 33166 


Enclosed is $2.00 for 1 year 
membership to Florida Skip. 


[] New 


My CORRECT address is: 
Name 
Address 


City 


ee eto” 


\ 


The publishers of this paper do not assume 
responsibility of statements made by their 
advertisers in business competition. All 
signed articles published in this paper 
represent solely the individual opinions of 
the writer and not those of FLORIDA 
SKIP. 


Deadline—10th of month in Box 501, Miami 
Springs, Fla. 33166. 


Any item in FLORIDA SKIP may be 
reprinted in any other amateur radio 
publication in the world with a credit line. 

—Editor 


OM, Nominate your XYL for our Skip Dear 
Mable Award. A most unusual award. 
Free to members. Give her full name, your 
call and mailing address. —Editor. 


FLORIDA SKIP 
CORRESPONDENTS 


ONYX, MABEL, THE OLD TIMER c-o 
Florida Skip, P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, 
33166. 


Q.C.W.A. Suwannee Chapter, K4WJ 
Q.C.W.A. Gator Chapter, K4GT 
Q.C.W.A. SE Chaoter, W4JO 
Q.C.W.A. Citrus Chapter, W4NGR 
Q.C.W.A. Suncoast, W4GHR 

NAVY MARS, W4GDK-NOWCK (s) 
NAVY MARS, WB4FSF-NOPJQ (N) 
A.F. MARS, J. R. Hopkin, WB4BND 


DX—W4ZBI, St. Pete 
VHF—K4GT, Tampa 
RTTY—WA4WIW, Edgewater 


NETS 
DEN, WA4QLZ, Miami 
TPTN, WB4WHK, Orlando 
GN-FAA, W4EH, Sebring 
FPTN, WB4WHK, Orlando 
QFTN, WB4AJL, Cocoa 
FAST. K4SCL, Clearwater 
QFN, W4FFF, Miami Springs 


CLUBS 


Fla. DX Club, K4CEF 

West Palm Beach, WA4RLU 

Broward ARC, W4GDK, Ft. Lauderdale 
N. Fla., W4RKH, Ft. Walton Beach 
Floridora, W4BAV, Sarasota 

Orlando, ARC, K4DGR 
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Suncoast Roving Rptr., W4BAV, Sarasota 
TARC, K4GT, Tampa 

Tampa Repeater, WA4AGX 

Jax. Range Assn., WB4ZIV 

Vero Beach, W4LEP 

Hollywood, WA4RLS 

So. Fla. FM Assn., WA4QLZ Miami 
Country Cousins, K4WSB, Tampa 
DCARPSC, Miami, WA4CKI, Miami 
HARS, Tampa, WB4IQH, Tampa 
5-Flags, Pensacola, WB4KUF 

Fla. SB Assn., K4WXS, St. Pete 
Clearwater ARS, WB4BFZ 

So. Miami ARC, WB4PIA, Miami 
Panama City ARC, WA4IMC 


DISTRESS HOAX 

By Frank Shannon, K4GT | 

‘FOR PUBLIC SERVICE.” 
These three words form the 
phonetics for a newly licensed 
amateur, WB4FPS, Bill Childs, 
St. Petersburg Beach. Bill had 
his FCC ticket (General) only 
three days when he became 
involved in the ‘‘hunt”’ to locate 
a ‘‘CB’er’”’ who was trans- 
mitting false distress calls on 
voice on Citizens Band channels 
in the St. Petersburg area. 

The offending ‘‘CB’er”’ shouts 
of ‘‘Mayday”’ (voice distress- 
call) caused others to alert 
Coast Guard rescue activities 
which had their airborne 
helicopter searching for a 
supposedly aircraft-in-distress 
condition. Bill brought this 
‘“hoax’’ to an end by actually 
locating and catching the of- 
fender in the act of transmitting 
false voice distress signals from 
a mobile CB’er rig in a car 
parked behind a St. Petersburg 
apartment house — then the 
police and federal authorities 
took over. Bill has been a good 


Editor: 

Our first annual HAMS HAVE MORE 
FUN PICNIC was a huge success, even 
though it rained most of the day. The 
response was so good we may even have 
the Second Annual Hams Have More Fun 
Picnic around Christmas. Look for an- 
nouncements later. Thanks to all. 

(8% 

J. Lou Arendell, WB4RLU 
EC Palm Beach County. 


Editor: 

Have been down here in Florida since 
last December. Have been watching for 
my name to appear in SKIP but so far 
nothing. Guess my friends have forgotten 
me. My Ohio call was K8WZI and my new 
call K4IFM. 


Ty, 
Tom Elder 
Rte. 7, Box 1570F 
Brooksville, FL 33512 
Dear Andy: 


Inasmuch as I too read SKIP cover to 
cover every month it only seems right I 
should send the check for another year of 
enjoyable reading. Also if you have room 
for my letter I would like to thank all the 
hams who sent cards and_ flowers, 
messages during my illness last fall. A 
special thank you to Lamar, W4FKR and 
Jim who stood by every afternoon for more 
than a month to patch my OM in La Belle 
thru to my hospital room in Bradenton. 
Sure helped my recovery. 

Hope to see you all at Immokalee. Love 
to all. 

Dot, XYL of Floyd Jones, 
WA4IXS, La Belle, Fla. 


NEW COLLINS . 
SUBSIDIARY IN 
JAPAN 


Collins has announced the 
formation of a new overseas 
subsidiary known as Collins 
Radio Company of Japan Ltd. 

Robert C. Wilson, Collins 
president, said Collins and 
Kyokuto Boeki Kaisha Ltd. of 
Japan have formed the new 
subsidiary to produce and 
market electronics equipment. 
Collins owns 57 percent of the 
new company. 

Initial plans call _ for 
production of certain amateur 


and maritime communication 


CB’er for years — doing much 
public service in CB organi- 
zations, such as REACT, etc. 

The details of this event were 
given considerable newspaper 
coverage by display of feature- 
type articles in the newspapers 
of the Greater Tampa Bay area, 
such as St. Petersburg Times, 
Tampa’s ‘Tribune’ and 
“Times’’, etc. Congrats, Bill, 
and welcome to amateur radio! 


Editor: 

Just want to say our Dade County ARP- 
SC Novice FD station WN4WOK-4 racked 
up 212 points. The Operators were Jeff, 
WN4WOK, Frank, WN4DRW and Jay, 
WN4ZVF-. We hear this is the highest score 
by any Novice group in our club. Will be on — 
General bands next FD, as amawaiting 
my big G now. 

73, 

Jay, WN4ZVF 
North Miami Beach 


Editor: 

I am writing in regard to the Florida 
Power and Light QSL policy. They have a 
strict policy of not giving QSLs to Novices. 
However I did receive some for my call 
WN4ZVF by writing the Tampa Electric 
Co. in Tampa. Apparently Tampa for- 
warded my request to FPL. Anyway they 
are nice cards and thanks FPL. 

73, 

Jay Garlitz, WN4ZVF 
——_____North Miami Beach 
Editor: 

Enjoyed our ‘‘eyeball’’ visit very much 
at the Melbourne hamfest and am looking 
forward to framing my ‘Bargain’ car- 
toon. 

Although we’re very new subscribers to 
Skip I recently had the opportunity to 
borrow back issues and wanted you to 
know how much I enjoyed the con- 
tributiors: by ONYX. Although the entire 
publication is certainly worth reading 
each and every word I must admit I found 
myself leafing through issue after issue 
seeking the ONYX’isms. What words of 
wisdom! My congratulations to him! 

Continued success with your very fine 
publication. 

Sincerely, 
Bev Heron, WB42MEK-4 
Satellite Beach, FL 


products. 
Wilson said he was ‘‘ex- 
tremely gratified’ with the 


Japanese government’s ap- 
proval of Collins owning 57 
percent of the company in the 
initial stage. 

‘‘In many cases,” he pointed 
out, “‘Japan has not permitted 
the U.S. company in a joint 
venture to own more than 50 
percent of a subsidiary in the 
initial formulation period.” 


(De Aug. Pulse) 


REMEMBER 
THIS 


With malice toward none, 
with charity for all, with firm- 
ness in the right as God gives us 
to see the right, let us strive on 
to finish the work we are in, to 
bind up the nation’s wounds, to 
care for him who shall have 
borne the battle and for his 
widow and his orphan, to do all 
which may achieve and cherish 
a just and lasting peace among 
ourselves and with all nations 

. Abraham Lincoln. 


BASSETT 


High efficiency mobile 
and portable antennas 
for all amateur bands, 
CAP, MARS, CB, 
SECURITY, 

PUBLIC SERVICE, 
MARINE, AND 
GOVERNMENT USE. 


¢ 2-6-10-15-20-40-75 


e Identical size, cost, 
and appearance 


FULLY ADJUSTABLE 
TO FREQUENCY 
IN FIELD 


Low weight, low drag, 
high strength 
fiberglass 


Polished 
chrome brass 
standard 3-24 thread 


High gain collinear 
on 2 meters 


MODEL DGA-2M 
$29.50 postpaid 
in U.S.A. 


$3.15 


Postpaid in U.S.A. 


TYPE 900 A 


TYPE 901 


HIGH ACCURACY CRYSTALS 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS 


Either type for amateur VHF in Regency, Swan, Standard, Drake, Vari- 
tronics, Tempo, Yaesu, Galaxy, Trio, Sonar, Clegg, SBE, Genave. 


Quotes on request for amateur or commercial crystals for use in all 


other equipments. 


Specify crystal type, frequency, make of equipment and whether transmit 


or receive when ordering. 


BASSETT VACUUM TRAP ANTENNA SYSTEM 
Complete packaged multi-band antenna sys- 
tems employing the famous Bassett Sealed 
Resonators and Balun from which air has 
been. removed and replaced with pure 
helium at one atmosphere. Operating bands 
are indicated by model designation. 


BASSETT. VACUUM ‘BALUN 


The famous sealed helium filled Balun... 
employed with the DGA Series Antenna 
Systems. Solderless center insulator and 
easily handles more than full legal power 
while: reducing unwanted coax radiation. 
Equipped with a special $0-239 type coax 


connector and available either 1:1 or 4:1. 
MODEL DGA-2000-B ... $12.95 
Postpaid in U.S.A. 


MODEL DGA-4075 .... $59.50 
MODEL DGA-204075 .. $79.50 
MODEL DGA-2040 .... $59.50 
MODEL DGA-152040 .. $79.50 


CONTACT YOUR DISTRIBUTOR OR WRITE FOR DATA 


Savoy Electronics inc. 


P.O. BoxS5727 - Fort Lauderdale, Florida - 33310 
Tel: 305-566-8416 or 305-947-1191 | 
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AIR FORCE 
MARS 


By J. R. Hopkin Jr. 
WB4BND-AFC4BND 

How many times have you 
grumbled to yourself that you 
have done enough for the 
program, when faced with an 
extra or distastefull task con- 
nected with the program? I 
know it has happened to me 
several times. Until recently, I 
had nothing to measure myself 
against whereby I would find 
the necessary incentive to 
continue. Sitting in front of the 
typewriter and faced with the 
task of grinding out another 
column, it suddenly occurred to 
me that we had many members 
in the program that were 
worthy of special merit. These 
were those of us that put more 
than ordinary amounts of time 
and effort into the program. 
Starting with net managers, 
NCS’s SMD’s and the people 
who handled the special ser- 
vices like region libraries, tube 
banks and small parts. If they 
can find the time and effort to 
do something extra for others, 
why should it be difficult for me 
to do the same? It served the 
purpose and I now have no 
trouble getting around to those 
tasks I find hard to do. Perhaps 
if you too, have found tasks 
entrusted to you not to your 
liking, would use my ‘“‘ruler”’ on 
yourself, you can find the push 
to go on. I do not claim the work 
will be easier, only more 
tolerable. 

This brings up a point. Since 
most of our servicemen have 
returned to the States, traffic 
has slowed considerably. To 
keep from slipping into inac- 
tivity, we have to turn to. other 
persuits to keep busy. Perhaps 
the SMD needs help with either 
paperwork or some other 


AMERICA'S FINEST 
telescoping, tilt-over 
amateur radio towers. 


SAVE! Buy direct 
from the factory! 


Heights to 115 feet. Imme- 
diate delivery! Guyed 
towers also available to 
any desired height. See 
vour dealer or phone us 
dirt. .: Area Code 813/ 
971-1961. Write or phone 
TODAY! 


E-Z2Z WAY 
PO.Box 17196 7 duces. inc. 
Tampa, Florida 33612 
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project, you might even find a 
way to generate some traffic. 
Bear in mind, however, the Air 
Force frowns on soliciting 
traffic that is not connected 
with either someone in the 
program or a serviceman. 
Political messages are taboo 
also. You have the right to 
refuse or deliver any message 
of this nature. If you do not wish 
to make a decision of this 
nature, call on one of the net 
officials to do so. 


NAVY MARS— 
SOUTH FLA. 
By Jim Wilson, NOWCK- 
W4GDK 
South Florida welcomes home 
our Area Coordinator John 


Clark, NOPLX, who has just 
returned from a trip to Europe. 

With the VHF equipment we 
have recently secured we are 
building a very good capability 
which should, before long, cover 
all of South Florida. At first we 
are going to operate simplex on 
148.410 Khz but eventually we 
plan on _ having several 
repeaters with an_ input 
frequency of 150.090 Khz and 
output of 148.410 Khz. One such 
repeater is at present operating 
on a limited basis. 

On our 4015 Khz and 4008.5 
Khz SSB nets we are getting 
considerable traffic which 
came into South Florida on the 
District RTTY net. The new 
scheduling of this net allows this 
relay to take place and the 
cooperation of the RTTY 


stations is greatly appreciated. 


SKYLAB 
QSLs 


The Space Center Amateur 
Radio Society station WB4ICJ 
SKYLAB launch day cer- 
tificates are being mailed out 
now. Unusual delays caused by 
printing problems. All cer- 
tificates have now been printed 
and are being sent out. Thanks 
for waiting. Bill McInnis, 
WA4WBG, Pres. Space Center 
ARS. 


WA4VFI SLAYER 
CONVICTED 


By Donnie Wright, WA4LBM 

Artis Lee Coleman accused in 
the slaying of a Lehigh Acres 
Catholic priest pleaded guilty of 
second degree murder charges 
before Circuit Judge Thomas 
Shands on September 11th. 
Coleman, 21, of Fort Myers was 
arrested for the slaying of 
Father J. Norman Hardy, 
WA4VFI, last March 12th. 
Shands accepted Coleman’s 
plea, adjudicated him guilty, 
and sentenced him to the State 
Prenitentiary at Raiford for the 
balance of his natural life. 

The State’s Attorney’s office 
said they accepted the plea 
because a material witness had 
fled the state and was presently 
residing in a state which 
refused extradition, however 
the acceptance was only with 


the assurance of life sentence. 


PLEASE include your 


ZIP code number on 


all correspondence. 


GRID DIP _ VERT. 


ELEMENT (TO GND) 
TO 7250 KH2 BY 
ADJUSTING L-2 


‘ies 


PERE OLE 
ANTE NNA 


EXCALLS 


We top all other amateur 
publications in the world on 
publishing EX-CALLS. Have 
you sent in yours? Editor. 

K4EXF ex K9IJM 

WB8QHZ2x WA4DEV 

K4WJ ex W4QBR 

K4LB ex WOMCF, W9MCF, 
W4YKO, W4RPV, JA2FB, 
SVOWR 

K4JP ex 2HP, K2 FE 

K4GID ex W20YD 

W4HLY ex W1JTM, WSIYK, 
J9ABA 

W4KCL ex 1AFJ, K1TCB, 
WA4RDL. 

K4IFM ex K8WZ 


WA4PYQ ex W8JHD 
WA4FDO ex WB20[B. 


SILENT KEYS 

We are deeply sorry to report 
the passing of the following 
amateurs: 

WB4TZZ, Brig. Gen. William 
A Matheny, Ret., Satellite 
Beach. 

WA4DID, 
Miami. 


Wilson Doty, 


C4 
2GTURNS #14 BARE 
“DIAM. — 9” LENGTH 


| TURN PER IN. #18 PLASTIC 


L-2 
\@ TURNS (APPROX.) 
#18 PLASTIC COVERED 
'/az"" SPACING 


$3 CENTER 


E<SHIELD 


DoiSeeOAX 


TAMPA BAY 
9 AREA 273 
HAMFEST 


Featuring the world’s first “Ladyfest” 


FOR THE FIRST TIME BROUGHT TO YOU BY 6 BAY AREA CLUBS 


OCTOBER 6 - 7, 1973 


(ELECTRICAL BULLDING) 
FLORIDA STATE FAIRGROUNDS ON NORTH BLVD. — 2 BLOCKS N. OF KENNEDY BLVD. 


SATURDAY 8 A.M. — 5 P.M. SUNDAY 8 A.M. — 5 P.M. 


50,000 SO. FT. OF AIR CONDITIONED SWAP AREA / AMPLE FREE PARKING 


$2.00 REGISTRATION DONATION; XYL AND CHILDREN FREE 
CLUBS: Space will be provided for your literature 


THE | FOR THE 
OLD MAN LADIES 


4 MAIN AWARDS 


4 MAIN AWARDS 


Galaxy GT-550A Complete Station Many Other Awards 
Frequency Counter — 0 to 173 Mhz Bingo 
Fundamental, Extendable to 450 Mhz Classes in Japanese Flower Arranging 
12 Frequency, 2 Meter Transceiver, Low and Ceramics and Handicrafts 
Hi-Power (15 or 30 watts) Babysitting Service 
40-Ft. E-Z Way Tower Dancing Saturday Night 
Other Awards Galore! ... and much, much more! 
State Rep. Jim Foster, Guest Speaker 


Meetings 


HOTELS — RESTAURANTS — MOTELS EASILY ACCESSIBLE 


IF YOU LIKE HAMFESTS DON’T MISS THIS ONE!!! 


For reservations write to: P.O. Box 402, Tampa, Florida 33601 
Further information available: Contact Mr. George Dixon, WA4VQT 
12915 Veronica Ave., Tampa, Fla. 33612 / Phone: 935-3280 
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FLORIDORA YLS 


By Cathy Soehl, W4BAV-ARNS 

W4BIL, Fran & OM, W4WME,, Bill Foley 
were feted with a little 25th wedding an- 
niversary party by W4ACG, John & XYL, 
Kathy Smith. Fran calls attention that the 
P.O. has changed their Zip Code to 33520 
(was 33516). Please make this correction 
on all your records & roster, Girls. 

WN4EOB, Sally & OM, K4GUZ, Carl 
Blossey had a busy Sept., as Carl is a 
member of the ‘‘Firebirds’’ (organization 
of GM employees, many of who are hams). 
Sept. 18th, at the Miami Airport, they met 
VK5CV, George & Ann Lane, of Henley 
Beach, So. Australia, (also a Firebird & 
with whom they QSO). Following day, they 
spent in Flamingo; next day trip up West 
Coast to their QTH in Venice. Sat. a 
catered dinner (10 A.M. - 4 P.M.) was 
enjoyed by all the Firebirds on the West 
Coast. 

W4GPX, Ruth is still thrilled with her 
new 74 Zenith Oceanic Receiver. 

W4EHN, Betty met CR6CA, Joe, of 
Moncada, Africa, at the YLISSB Con- 
vention, in Minn., and later, when she 
returned to her Son’s QTH in Wisc., had 
the pleasure of working Joe, in Africa. 
Betty is nursing a sprained wrist now, due 
to a fall on roller skates. 

K4LPV, Irene has been entertaining 
relatives from Iowa, Ind., Nebr., & Calif. 
this Summer, when not riding the mower 
to keep the outdoors shipshape. OM, 
K4LPS, Conk has to take it easy, as ar- 
thritis and emphysema restricts his ac- 
tivities. 

SARASOTA AMATEUR 
RADIO ASSOCIATION 


By Cathy Soehl, W4BAV-ARNS 
WB4LYU, Jim Cain and family spent a 
week-end, in Sarasota, visiting his Mother. 
Too bad no meeting; however, Jim con- 


tacted quite a few on his 2-meter FM- 
Mobile. Doing fine with his new dental 
laboratory in Eustis. Congrats, Jim. 

W4PAT, Larry Crocker has moved to his 
new QTH: 4315 Mangrove Place, which is 
on a small island, so with his 18’ x 20’ Ham 
Shack, he should ‘‘go to town’”’ hamming. 

K4GAR, Harrison Perl is set for any 
power failure, as he now has a 4000-watt 
power generator. 

WN4BZL, Jim Cook visited G3YWJ, 
Richard Steed, in England, quite a while 
ago. Now Jim will meet Richard in Miami, 
show him around during his 3-week stay 
and hopefully we’ll meet him at the 
Sarasota Radio Club meeting. 

MEM (Manasota Emergency Network) 
is progressing and doing their Public 
Service bit. Many on 2’meter FM 
monitored and passed on weather data 
from the various locations, during the 
recent tornado watches. 

LEST YOU FORGET: Tampa Hamfest, 
Oct. 6th-7 th, Electrical  Bidg., 
Fairgrounds, Tampa. 

Sarasota Amateur Radio Assoc. regular 
monthly meeting, the 3rd Tuesday, 8 
P.M., at the Coast Federal (So. Gate 
Branch) on U.S. 41 at Bee Ridge Road. 
Everyone welcome. 


CLEARWATER AMATEUR 
RADIO SOCIETY 


By Lonesome George, WB4WWM 

Welcome back, Folks. Bernie, WB4EWT 
& XYL, Jeanie, along with Ray, WB4YKA 
& XYL, Marge, returned from Costa Rica, 
where they visited the local Ham Club and 
were treated royally. WA4YQK, Chet & 
XYL, Midge, returned from their tour of 
Canada and back by way of ARRL 
Headquarters, which they really enjoyed. 
WB4RWT, Jack returned from Virginia 
Beach, where he attended school for the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. WB4YSE, Fred & 


Meet Bob Crumley, K4DXR, of Miami. See article TWO METER 
RTTY ANYONE? In addition to two meter teletype activities Bob 
monitors 24 hours a day on the 20 meter Autostart Teletype Net. He 
was K2KDO and retired from the N.J. police force in Glassborc. 


Happy retirement OM. (Photo by WA4NGY) 
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WB4YSD, Dorothy, along with Son, 
Freddie, returned from Pennsylvania and 
Ohio, where they visited their many ham 
friends. 

Now that vacations are over and CARS 
nets have been reactivated, it looks like 
the club will be active this fall, par- 
ticipating in the Tampa Hamfest in Oc- 
tober and a public display of amateur 
radio at the Sunshine Mall in November. 
We would like to welcome new members to 
the Club: WB4PHI, Herb Woodard and 
WB2ZKT-~4, Bruce Mallon. 

At this time, we would like to wish a 
speedy recovery to W4TTG, George Emri, 
who suffered a stroke and is in the 
Clearwater Community Hospital. Also a 
speedy recovery to WB4COG, Bill John- 
son, who at this writing is about to undergo 
surgery at the Hospital at New Port 
Richey. Bill says he is getting a new 
plumbing job installed, we sure hope 
everything works out O.K., Bill. 73. 


PANAMA CITY 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


By Charlie Wooten, WA4IMC 

The Panama City Amateur Radio Club, 
Inc. is happy to support Florida SKIP by 
subscribing to the Club Directory and club 
news. 

To familiarize our fellow Florida 
amateurs with our club, this month’s 
column will do just that. 

The club began in the early 50’s and has 
been active ever since. We are an “‘af- 
filiated club” of the ARRL and have been 
for many years. 

The club operates and maintains a 2 
meter FM repeater WB4QER (WR4??? 
soon) on 146.10-70 complete with touch tone 
autopatch facilities. 

Our Club station’s call, W4RYZis well 
known by our yearly field day activities. 
Our president Jerry Smith, WB4VBV, is 
the head electrical inspector for the city of 
Panama City and without his help this 
year’s field day, at the City Marina, would 
not have been such a success. Other of- 
ficers in the club include V.P. John 
Walker, WB4GAO; Secretary, Larry 
Kalata, WA4VIY and Treasurer John 
Kotz, WB4NEQ. 


BROWARD A.R.C. 


By Jim Wilson, W4GDK 

Steadily growing in membership, BARC 
is giving its members some very in- 
teresting programs in a fine meeting 
place. 

Furthermore we have schedu:-ed two 
events which should bring enjoyment to 
all. These are our Club Picnic and our 
Christmas Party. 

The Picnic is going to be held in Birch 
State Park on Saturday, Oct. 20. We have 
invited the Hollywood Club to join us, and 
in fact any ham in the vicinity will be 
welcome with his family. It will be a good 
way to get acquainted. Please bring food, 
dishes and silver for your family and one 
extra covered dish for the smorgasbord 
table to be shared by all. Come about 10 
A.M. and plan on a good time. 

The Christmas Party will be Friday, 


. Dec. 14at the REEF Restaurant at 2700 So. 


Andrews Ave. where we are going to be 
served Prime Ribs of Beef about 7:00 P.M. 
Any hams and mates are welcome but 
order your tickets in advance from either 
Roy McCarty, W4RM, 3960 N.W. 32nd 
Terr., Ft. Lauderdale (Tel. 731-4145) or 
John McNamara, WB4SFG, 18 E. Oakland 


Park Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale (Tel. 566-0839). 
BARC meets the 2nd Friday of each 
month at 7:30 P.M., Florida Power & Light 


Bldg., 501 So. Andrews Ave., Ft. 
Lauderdale. 
PLATINUM COAST 
A.R.S. 


By WB2WYX-4, Bob Heron 
By Bob Heron, WB2WYX-4 

At our October meeting we will have a 
representative from Brevard County Civil 
Defense to present a program on 
emergency preparedness and our part in 
providing communication and better 
serving our community. We are pursuing 
an aggressive program of community 
“service through communication’ and 
have found it most rewarding. 

Time has come for this transient 
military servant and his family to answer 
the call to duty in the USAF so with this 
message we bid a farewell to our many 
friends in Florida and move on to the 
frozen northland. To coin a phrase, ‘‘we 
will return’. We shall also keep in touch 
through Florida Skip and the low bands as 
WB2WYX-9. 

A hearty WELCOME to our new 
president, K4DD, Brownie. Our sincere 
wishes for a successful term of office and 
many pleasant hours of 2 meter FM’ing. 


DADE COUNTY 
AMATEUR RADIO 
PUBLIC SERVICE CORPS 


By George Nehiley, WB40NR 

DCARPSC meetings have been showing 
excellent attendance during the summer 
months. W4EHW,, the station call, has been 
activated on some nets and gradual ad- 
ditions are being made to the antennas at 
the station. WB4HIS and W4IYT have been 
busy drawing up plans to make sure that 
this station is able to meet its capabilities 
as outlined in the new AREC Manual. 

The new AREC Manual spearheaded by 
Florida Skip has proven to be an excellent 
compilation of what goes on in Emergency 
Communications. It is hoped that this 
manual will find its way into key spots 
throughout the area. If anyone knows of 
responsible parties that should be 
provided with his manual, it is suggested 
that they forward their recommendations 
to Florida Skip. The more places this 
manual reaches, the more publicity 
Amateur Radio Emergency Com- 
munications will receive. 

K4FAC, our VP, has moved up to 
Pompano but promises to make all the 
meetings possible. WB40YA is still quite 
busy at his place of business but sure 
backs us up with this support of club ac- 
tivities. WB4SJQ is providing technical 
experience to the Dade County Safety 
Department these days. WB4FLW, our 
Secretary, has taken on the job of 
providing refreshments at the meetings. 
Drop in on the second or fourth Thursday 
of the month to say ‘‘Hello.” 


JACKSONVILLE 
RANGE ASSOC., INC. 


By George, WB4ZJV 

As always, the August meeting of the 
Jacksonville Range Assoc., Inc. was en- 
joyed by all in attendance. Rick, WB4ULT, 
is our new club secretary, best of luck in 
the new position. The Technical Comm. 
has the repeater up in fine style and are 
now moving ahead with the new control 
system. The 6 meter repeater is out of 


service at present as improvements are 
being made on this unit to further enhance 
our repeater system in Jacksonville. 

A discussion on new repeaters for 


Jacksonville was held and there are ~ 


thoughts towards another 2 meter repeater 
as well as a 220 mhz repeater and one on 
the 450 mhz band also. Research on the 
UHF repeaters was requested and a 
further discussion of this will follow at the 
next meeting. 

The proposed ‘“‘Class E”’ band and its 
allocations were discussed with many 
comments from the members. It was 
decided to let the FCC know our feelings on 
this proposal both as a club and in- 
dividually. 

Those present had an opportunity to 
congratulate Howard Kelly, K4DSN, on his 
award from the A.M.A. for his production 
of the film ‘‘Sirens In The Night,’’ which is 
about our fine Rescue Squad. 


VERO BEACH 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


By George Cooke, W4LEP 

The Vero Beach Radio Club, con- 
templating a Hamfest in the Vero Beach- 
Fort Pierce area during next March, 1974, 
has formed a joint committee with the 
Fort Pierce Club and plans are moving 
ahead toward a fine presentation of 
amateur radio with all of the facets of our 
hobby on show. 

K4EPK, very active together with 
WA4SCK and a number of VBARC 
members in the county CD program has 
installed a new 14AVQ with good results. A 
new Model 27, Hi-Gain J-Pole antenna has 
been installed at the CD station and results 
of fine reports on the CD frequencies has 
been encouraging. W4DLD has relocated 
in the St. Pete area and will be missed by 
the local group here. W4TZ (Creed) en- 
joying a ham vacation up in Ohio. K4EL 
(W2ED) up on Long Island has a broken 
arm and resorted to voice from his usual 


high CW activity. Get well soon. K4iGDY 
has set up a new Drake TR3 and 3 separate 
dipoles for 15-20 and 40 meters and en- 
joying some good contacts. W4DFZ has 
hung up an DGA4080 antenna and reports 
very fine reports, both domestic and DX- 
wise; together with a new Swan 350 and a 
D104 on a floor stand, Grover now really is 
going to town. W4LEP, after three months 
of inactivity, is now getting set up again at 
a new QTH and resuming his schedules 
and net operations. 


HARS NEWS 


By Bob Williams, WB4IQH 

YL’s and XYL’s, bring your OM to the 
Tampa Bay Area Ham Fest. The whole 
family gets admission for a mere two 
bucks. It won’t cost you one extra cent to 
play our bingo games, attend our han- 
dicraft classes or be eligible for the many 
prizes in our drawings. We have some 
activities which you will perhaps enjoy 
more than tagging along behind your 
partner and looking at all that (Ugh!) 
Ham gear. Do yourself a favor. . .do him 
a favor . . . check our ad in this issue of 
Skip and come on out for Hamfest ’73. 
Let’s face it, Gals, these days you can’t 
even attend a good movie for 2 dollars a 
couple. For a change of pace why don’t you 
try our show? We believe you’ll want to 
come again next year. Hubby Ham won’t 
object either when you treat him to that 
dinner for two that you won. If he wins, 
mebee he’ll treat you. 

This is a ‘‘First’’ joint venture for the 
Bay Area clubs, so we’re not inhibited by 
what others have done in the past. We’re 
not too bashfull either to say that we’re out 
to make it the best danged get-together 
you ever saw. 

It’s reported that our information station 
on 7280 Khz is getting inquiries from as far 


away as Massachusetts and really 
“stacking ’em up’’ beyond the scheduled 
time. 

Remember, Oct. 6 and 7 are drawing 
near. Reservations available through 
Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce, 
P.O. Box 402, Tampa, Fla. 33601. Please 
drive carefully ’n CU there. 


TAMPS AMATEUR 
RADIO CLUB NEWS 


By Frank Shannon, K4GT 

When you read this, TARC will have had 
its ‘‘opening-the-season’’ meeting at 
clubhouse on Monday evening, Sept. 17th. 
The TARC participation as one of the 
sponsors of the coming big event. The 
Greater Tampa Bay Hamfest, Oct. 6th & 
7th, is the main subject of special Board of 
Directors meetings, etc., etc. Excitement 
is gaining, as our Prexy, Gordon Callen- 
der, assisted by Don Fischer, Chairman of 
Coordination, with Don’s assistant, Armin 
Smith, get into the “nitty-gritty” details! 
The duty-assignments will be given each 
volunteer-member of working groups 
during the two-day affair. With the full 
cooperation of TARC members, along with 
the other sponsoring radio clubs, this 
coming event should really put Greater 
Tampa Bay area amateur clubs really up 
into “‘The Big Leauge’”’ of sponsoring a 
large hamfest!! N’uff Sed! Let’s go! C U 
THERE! 

Our “‘frequency-counter builders group”’ 
is swinging into full-out activity, following 
a lull during summer vacation season. 
Moon-bounce Bingham is the leader- 
pusher, and Father May continues as the 
rivets, nuts and bolts procurer! 


WEST PALM BEACH ARC 


By Lu Arendell, WB4RLU 
The regular meeting of the West Palm 
Beach ARC was held at the club house on 
Wednesday, Sept. 5. We had a very good 
turnout with thirty-five members and 
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guest present. We were very happy to 
welcome a brand new member, Bob 
Street, WA4AIB. He is very proud of the 
“WA” prefix as itis a new issue as of about 
two months ago. Our special guests are 
some familiar calls, Bill Sprague, 
WB40UH, Anda, WB4NCH, and Tim 
Sargent, WA4KOQ. 

Sept. has always been a very special 
month for the WPB club as it is the time 
when we all look forward to our new 
Novice classes. In the past three years our 
classes. have produced about 125 new 
Hams. We are very proud of this as it 
represents a lot of hard, dedicated work of 
our Novice committee. This year we will 
have our kick-off meeting at the MacAr- 
thur Dairy hospitality room. A publicity 
campaign is already under way and we 
hope for a good turn-out. The meeting will 
be at8 p.m., Wed., Sept. 19. We hope to be 
able to show ‘‘Hams Wide World” in ad- 
dition to others. 

Our bumper sticker committee reports 
that business is booming. So if anyone 
wants a ‘“‘Hams Have More Fun’’ bumper 
sticker, they better get their order in 


pronto, 
VERO BEACH 
AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


By George Cooke, W4LEP 

Here’s a new one, a firstat least as far as 
we have heard: K4QM, Ike, worked in to 
Florida, Virginia and W. Va. on 2 meters 
while aboard the AmTrack enroute from 
Sanford to Philadelphia and return. Many 
contacts were made and Ike reports 
reception excellent all the way. 

K4QM, and Grover, W4DF7Z, state that a 
new QCWA banner for the Treasure Coast 
Chapter QCWA has been ordered by the 
Secretary of QCWA, Gus Gironda, W2JE 
and that it will be received by the time this 
appears in Skip. 

A number of amateurs passed through 
Vero Beach on the way to the fine 
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Melbourne Hamfest and it was a pleasure 
to greet them on the way. 

Tad, K4AGU blew a 3-500 in his SB220 
and missed many skeds with his cronies 
W4NH, W8EIV and WB4KZU. 

WA4DOP, Ted, and his Publicity 
Committee for the projected Vero Beach- 
St. Lucie Hamfest to be held in Vero Beach 
next March are hard at work on their part 
in this affair and report fine progress in 
response from their mail contacts for 
booths and displays. 

The summer doldrums have struck and 
it’s tooth-pulling to get good material for 
the column. We’re doing the best we can 
until the snowbirds return to the tropics 
once again. 


THE FLORIDA SINGLE 
SIDEBAND 
ASSOCIATION 


By Lee L. Kanarian, K4AWXS 

With the hurricane season just ahead — 
in fact, it has already started — let’s get 
ready for it. Our Emergency Net Mgr., 
W40VE, Vance, has had to go on a 
business-pleasure trip out West, but 
W4FCP, Kris, will be heard in his stead. 
He always does a good job! 

We hear W4YK, Bob David is building a 
house on the mountain top in North 
Carolina, not too distant from where 
K4KE, Dave and his family go in North 
Georgia. Enroute to their vacation 
hideaway, Dave stopped at Boys Town to 
install the new equipment. More crystals 
are needed, but funds are low. Some 
members came to the rescue with small 
contributions, and anything more received 
at the Ranch will be welcome. 

Welcome to our newest member, K4IZT, 
Elmer of Dunellon. During August K4KE 
Dave and W4JQ reached PEP — 
Congratulations. Also, to Irene Schmutz, 
the Boys’ Ranch Secretary, who succeeded 
in getting her general license, which she 
worked so arduously in attaining. 

With so much happening among so many 
members of the S.S.B. Assoc. there must 
be lots of news which the membership 
would like to hear about, but unless it is 
made known, it can’t be passed on. Please 
send your news tidbits to K4WXS. 


I.R.A.R.C. 


By Dave Baker, WB4AJL 
There is great news within our club this 
month. Now back from a very nice and fun 
visit to radio Camp Albert Butler in the 
Carolinas, K4DII reports that he has 
passed his Extra Class ticket. 
Richard, WB4YIX, is also working for 
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his, but WB4AJL has assured he will beat 
him to it, hi. New member Mike, WN4F VS, 
is setting his sights on a General ticket and 
W.A.S., as is Steve, WN4AKP. Their dads 
are W4COB and ex-W1AJY, respectively, 
so those higher class licenses shouldn’t 
take long. 

The August meeting went great. 
Highlights were the discussion on 220, a 
filmstrip on the ARRL buildings in 
Newington, Fred’s slides of his week at 
Camp Albert Butler, and a visit from the 
manager of the Melbourne 2-meter 
repeater (.25-.85), W4BWS. Don and his 
lovely wife distributed information on the 
Melbourne hamfest and answered quite a 
few questions from members on hamfest 
activities, and appear to really enjoy the 
meeting. We were also visited by a young 
Englishman who is an avid SWL and 
preparing for his G4 — ticket back home. 

As you can see, things are happening at 
the IRARC! Come and see us on the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 in the First 
National Bank of Merritt Island. 73. 


NORTHERN FLORIDA NEWS 


By W4RKH 

Pensacola: WA4CAD is building new CW 
ID unit for WR4ACZ. WA4IZM is new 
RACES RO. WA4BMW earned Space Net 
certificate. WA4BVO has new LP antenna 
for 6m. The FM Assn. adopted new set of 
SOP’s; they also voted to give away $75 
prize at the next election meeting, to boost 
attendance. 

Fort Walton: W2GAU, WA7QFW, 
WN8NHF, WNOKTP and KS6CG-EG, an 
OM-XYL team from Samoa, moved here 
recently! PARC activities included a 
picnic and visit to local PC board com- 
pany. W4MMwW is touring USA in a new 
motorhome. 

Marianna: W4BKD is back on air, on 
75m SSB. W4AIA is a Silent Key. K4KHV 
moved here from Defuniak. WA4BJG and 
W5KIG are new hams in Quincy. 

Tallahassee: WB4PNJ added phone 
patch. WB4ZQC put up tri-band quad. 

Gainesville: W4QBR passed Extra Class 
and is now K4WJ. The 2m repeater moved 
receiver antenna to 400’ CATV tower. EC 
WB40MG presented program on ARPSC 
at local club. 

Jacksonville: WB4VYU was appointed 
ORS; WA4FJA renewed OPS. RANGE 
repeater call finally arrived — WR4AAF. 
The 6m repeater output was moved to 52.64 
MHz; input still 52.76. 

Ocala: A Novice code class is in 
progress at the college. Lots of local 10m 
AM activity on 28.650 with converted CB 
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rigs. WA8YAD~4 is working at the Springs 
Campground. K4FCZ is strong OO 
program booster. 

Orlando: WA4BXT working more DX 
with a new TR-4C. W4WLX recovering 
from TV tower disaster. 

Umatilla: WB4SKJ departed for 
college; WN4EBZ passed General and 
Advanced. The LARA Novice Class at 
Lake-Sumter CC is taught by WB4SGU and 
K4UYN. 

Daytona Beach: W4CJJ was guest 
speaker at August meeting. WB4GUH 
received EE degree from FTU. 

New Port Richey: The GCARC received 
ARRL affiliation. 

Crystal River: WA4BGW repairing 
damage from lightning hit on ham shack. 


ORLANDO ARC NEWS 


By Morrie Segal, K4DGR 

It is a difficult task to take over a column 
from an excellent reporter like Herb, 
W4LSR, who has done an excellent job. But 
Herb feels that he would like to retire, and 
start enjoying life and as he sits in his well- 
groomed backyard with a tall cool drink in 
his hand, and his very charming wife 
Eleanor by his side, gazing contentedly 
into the setting sun, who can say that he is 
not right? Good Luck Herb! 

The Orlando ARC has been officially 
incorporated as of August 8, 1973. So 
Hooray for us. It is that time of the year 
again when we select our new officers. 
Jim, W4PAO has been appointed Com- 
mittee Chairman, and will select addi- 
tional committeemen to help him. 

The Rev. Dudley Spears, K4GDH-DL 
has been in radio contact with Ralph, 
W4ZVX and has informed him that his wife 
is returning to the states to put their 
children in school. Dudley is still looking 
for contacts with Orlando amateurs on 15 
and 20 meters. At this time would like to 
welcome two new members to the Club: 
Greg Herman, WN4AYR and Joe Green, 
WB20QR 4. I have just finished putting up 
a dual 40 & 75 meter inverted Vee and am 
anxious to try them out. 

Will close this column with my fingers 
crossed that I am getting off to a good 
start. I hope that is. 


NEW ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 


At the July ARRL Board 
Meeting, plans were finalized 
for the establishment of an 
Emergency Communications 
Advisory Committee. Member- 
ship is composed of W2URP, 
W3PST, W4IYT, K5SVD, 
W6INI, W7IEU, W8ERD, 
W9QBH, WOPB,, VE3DV with 
WA4PBG as chairman. 
Correspondence relating to 
emergency communications 
may be directed to the com- 
mittee or to ARRL 
Headquarters for forwarding. 


ATTENTION 
DXERS 

Upon recommandation of the 
ARRL DX Advisory Com- 
mittee, effective September 1, 
1973 the DXCC Phone Award 
will be discontinued. Those 
holding Phone DXCC will 
continue to receive credits when 
submitting endorsements. 
However, these credits and 
those previously given will be 
considered as the General-Type 
DXCC only. November 1973 QST 
will be the last issue to show 
listings for the DXCC Phone, for 
credits made for the month of 
August, 1973. The current listing 
of DX Advisory Committee 
members appears on page 78 of 
January QST. Additional details 

page 115 of the March issue. 
(ARRL OB 414) 
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VHF’ERS ROOST 


By Frank Shannon, K4GT 

The Tampa Bay Repeater Association 
has, again, added to their many laurels by. 
having their mobile members perform as 
collectors for donations to recent Jerry 
Lewis Marathon drive for aid of victims of 
muscular-dystrophy affliction. 2M FM was 
used to coordinate assignments for pick- 
ups from donors’ homes. WB4WBL, Jim 
Lafollette, had his associates in CAP (Civil 
Air Patrol) join TBRA members in this 
charitable public service endeavor. 
“Kudos”’ to all!! 

S.E. FLORIDA REPORTS: 
Correspondent Joe Picior, WB4OSN, 
Margate, wrote as of August 24th, his 
letter is quoted (in part): ‘6 Meters has 
been kind of slow during past month. 
However, several nice openings from 
Maine to Arizona, with the usual 4’s, 8’s, 
and 9’s being worked in between. 6 CW 
seems to be active, as ever! Would like to 
hear more CW on this band! Heard K2ARTH 
from Long Island, N.Y., on 144.100, with a 
529 report — CW, of course, on July 22nd. It 
seems we’ve managed to pry a couple of 
“FUNNY MODULATION”’ operators off 
of 2 FM! (Note: Your Scribe tried the 
Drake TR-6 Xcvr and worked Joe on 6 SSB 
recently, joined by others of 6 SSB 
Medicare Net!”’. 

WA4MHS, ‘‘Leo,”’ New Port Richey, is 
still the most active ‘“‘CW’er’’, 6 M, on west 
coast area. ‘‘Try it, you’ll like it!!”’ Tnx, 
Joe, and keep those monthly letter-reports 
coming! 

WISH THIS COLUMN HAD MORE 
CORRESPONDENTS, especially from 
other Florida jareas,| which are normally 
out of VHF range of Your Scribe’s QTH! 
C’mon Fellas let’s have full Florida 
“coverage”’ in this column! Volunteer 
your pen or typewriter! 

’ 2M FM: WB4JAI, Naples, reports that 
their 2M FM Emergency Net is active on 
94, simplex, for about ten minutes each 
evening at 9:30 P.M. Likewise, WB4HZE, 
Norm, Anna Maria Island, along with 


CONFIDENTIAL 
LISTENING 
Reflections by 
the Author 
By Robert B. Grove, 

WA4P YQ 

At the moment, I am listening 
to the Senate Watergate 
hearings on the radio (standard 
broadcast band, that is!). The 
implications are enormous: 
criminologically, techno- 
logically, morally, and 
politically. I am sure that it has 
crossed the minds of most of us 
that as we sit listening to others, 
who might be sitting listening 
(or watching) us? Surveillance 
has become a way of American 
life, whether for selfish interest, 
criminal investigation, political 
aspiration, national security, or 
industrial sabotage. More 
mundane, even domestic doubts 
are frequently substantiated by 
way of clandestine techniques. 

During the Bay of Pigs in- 


cident, the air waves were 


W4ZBD, Paul, Bradenton sez their 
Mana tee County 2M FM Emergency Net is 
going strong. 

Welcome Newcomers, 2M FM: 
WB4QVL, Herb, a Tampa fireman, has 
both a base station at home and at the fire- 
station. WB4TRI, Ed, Tampa, has a HR 
212A on the air. Welcome Ed! 

RETURNEES: WB4LPA, Ralph, 
Zephyr Hills, back on 6 SSB again. CU AT 
THE GREATER TAMPA BAY HAM- 
FEST, OCT. 6th & 7th!! 


resplendent with cryptic 
messages. Even now, several 
short wave frequencies are 
noted for their codified 
messages: This morning I 
listened consecutively to 3244 
khz. (1100Z) and 3266 khz. 
(1120Z), as a computerized 
woman’s voice repeated 5- 
numeral code groups in 
Spanish. The spectrum bulges 
with these intriguing broad- 
casters: 3203, 5720, 6660, 7474, 
9074 khz. in Spanish; or try 6726 
and 9068 khz in English. Most 
transmissions are in A.M. 
mode, although SSB and even 
CW are frequently encountered. 
Schedules are regular, but 
change periodically. 

The immediate question 
which comes to mind when 
stumbling across these super- 
secret broadcasters, is: WHO? 
An educated guess would be 
CIA, possibly transmitting to 
pro-American revolutionaries 
in Latin countries from trans- 
mitting stations like the one 
south of Miami. The voice itself 
is mechanically selected by 
computer tape, indicating 
sophisticated programming. 
The author would be grateful 
for information that might help 
crystallize these and other 
fascinating clandestine 
operations which are so 
frequently encountered over the 


“Hold it half a second, 
Winifred, 
while I fix Frank’s dinner!” 


air waves. Please feel free to 
correspond with him at his 
home address: 846 Rutherford 
Lane, West Palm Beach, 
Florida, 33406. 
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HAM EQUIPMENT AND COMPONENTS 


ANTENNAS e ROTORSe BELDEN CABLES 
MICROPHONES e E-Z WAY TOWERS 
TECHNICAL BOOKS - CALLBOOKS 

| @ 


Try us... you'll like us! 


ERNIE K4KIC AT YOUR SERVICE CURT K4GLV 


AMATEUR RADIO CENTER... 


“THE ONLY EXCLUSIVELY HAM STORE IN MIAMI” 


2805 N.E. SECOND AVE., MIAMI. FLA. 33137 


OPEN ALL DAY SATURDAY ‘TIL 5:00 P.M. 
DON’T FORGET WE BUY — SELL — TRADE — SERVICE 


MIAMI 


573-8383 


FORT LAUDERDALE 


524-4484 


PAPI IAAI A IADA IA AAPDADI ASA SI AIAIASAKAIAACK 
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QFTN 


By Dave, WB4AJL 

It’s wonderful but sad for me to be 
writing this QFTN column. Wonderful 
because our net has this chance to have a 
statewide column in a fin mag like SKIP, 
but kinda sad because this is my last 
month and my six-month term on QFTN 
has ended. Taking over now is Bob 
Straughn, WB4UPJ, hailing from Talla- 
hassee. Bob was net manager as WN4IIV 
back when we were the Novice Hurricane 
Net, and has experience along witha great 
deal of pride in QFTN which assures us of 
another prosperous six months. 

New members this month are: WN4FV- 
S, WN4WTM, and WB4AIS. WN4EYW is 
readying to joinup on 3715 kHz every night 
at 0100 GMT. WN4YTP is very active as 
NCS as also is W4WZR. WNYQR and 
WB4BSP are members we'd sure like to 
see more of. Gary (YQR) has been 
studying for his general. WB4ZQC is 
constructing a quad now, so we may lose 
him to 20 meter DX some nights (CW, of 
course). 

Everyone has been sounding very good 
and I am sure even better times are ahead. 
Keep the ole net together and take part in 
helping us grow. 73 


SEE DIRECTORY 
fOR 


OtTans 


FLORIDA SIDEBAND 
ASSOCIATION 
Meets Sundays 2200 GMT -3940kH: 


FSBEN — Thurs. 
3940kHz 
0030 GMT 
FAST Net 
Daily 
3940 kHz 
2300 GMT 


A FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION 
All Sidebanders Always Welcome 


DADE COUNTY 
AMATEUR RADIO 
PUBLIC SERVICE 

CORPS 


W4EHW R 


L 
CLUB MEETINGS WY 
2ND AND 4TH 
THURSDAYS AT 
NORTH MIAMI CITY HALL 
776 N.E. 125th STREET 


CD CENTER 
7:15 P.M. 


R 


AN 
¥, 
E 
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GATOR NET 


By George E. Cooper, W4EH 

As I start my second year as GN 
manager it is hoped that I have held up the 
tradition of Gator Net that the other 
managers of GN that preceded me. In any 
case I trust that each and every one of you 
traffic hounds will check in to GN at every 
opportunity. While Gator Net is not in the 
sense a training net, for you newer 
operators please do not be concerned 
about strict net procedure. This is soon 
learned and all members of GN are more 
than patient. So fellas, make my second 
year as net manager one I can be proud of. 

Don Fontaine, WB4HJW, Venice, the 
editor and publisher of QFN BULLETIN 
has had to, with regret, relinquish his 
Sunday NCS slot. Don has always done an 
outstanding job as NCS and a real pleasure 
to work with. Good luck, Don and QNI 
when every possible ... 73 George, W4EH. 


THE DADE 
EMERGENCY NET 


By John Deegan, WA4QLZ 
After six months of successful operation, 
the Dade Emergency Net (DEN) con- 


FLORIDA RTTY 
SOCIETY 
Sponsor The 
Florida RTTY Bulletin 
and 
FATT Net, nightly 2330Z 
3630 kHz - 850 Cy Shift. 
details 
Neil Nichols WA4WIW, RM 
RTTY N. Fla. 3039 Mango 
Tree Dr., Edgewater, FL 

32032. 
RYRYRYRYRYRYRYRY 


NORTH FLORIDA 
AMATEUR RADIO SOC. 


N@FARS 
A W4IZ 


MEETS 
2nd THURSDAY 
AT 7:30 P.M. 


DUVAL CD HDQTRS. 
107 Market Street 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 


DADE RADIO CLUB, INC. 
WONVU 


SPONSOR OF TROP. HAMBOREE 
MEETINGS 


3rd Tuesday 
Each Month 


At Museum of Science 
and Natural History 


3280 S. Miami Avenue 
Miami, Florida 


tinues to meet each Wednesday evening at 
8:00 P.M. on 146.940 mHz FM, in Miami. 

The DEN has been training FM 
operators in Dade and Broward County in 
net procedure and traffic handling for 


‘emergency, AREC, operations. During a 


county-wide emergency, the AREC will 
provide communications for the Red Cross 
and other disaster agencies as requested. 

On a recent Wednesday night net, the 
members conducted an experiment: net 
members checked in as mobiles or por- 
tables only and were dispatched to Red 
Cross branch offices and disaster shelters 
to test VHF communications. Excellent 
coverage was maintained throughout the 
county. 

The only problem found was that the Red 
Cross shelters in the upper keys were 
unable to communicate on VHF using 
mobile-type two meter installations. HF 
radio or beam antennas on VHF aimed 
toward Miami would have allowed us to 
establish communication with Tavernier 
and Key Largo. 

QFN 


By W4F FF 
In spite of having had three different 
managers in as many months, QFN just 
keeps rolling along — a real tribute to the 
guys and gals involved. Ferinstance — 
August was the second 100 percent month 
in a row, with a total of 63 different stations 
participating in the 62 sessions. We had 100 
percent representation in 4RN and a QFN 
rep was at 58 of the possible 62 RB5 
sessions. As far as I know, we are unique in 
having a regular rep in two separate area 
nets. 
Liaison with other Florida nets con- 
tinues to be excellent — FAST was 100 


percent, as usual; NF PN, 44 times; QF TN, 
43; TPTN, 18; and FPTN, 7. If you’re going 
to handle traffic, you must have outlets — 
and we have ’em. 

Al, WA4BGW, had his big xmtr and main 
revr clobbered with a lightning strike. 
Dale, W4DQS, has taken regular Saturday 
NCS and covered a big hole by taking 
Monday NCS while Jack, K4FAC, looks for 
a place where he can put up an antenna. 
That’s verboten in his new QTH in Deer- 
field Beach. George, W4WZR, has joined 
us from QFTN. Since Dave, WB4AJL, is 
resigning as QF TN manager, we hope they 
can find a replacement who will continue 
the fine job Dave did. Being QRL at work, 
Don, WB4HJW, is dropping his Monday 
RN5 slot — relax, people, Don assures me 
he will continue to crank out the QFN 
Bulletin. 


FLORIDA FAA NET 


By George E. Cooper, W4EH 

Rudy, W4TL, checked into the FAA net 
and congratulations are in order.. Rudy 
will retire as of Oct. ist. Itis hoped that we 
will be hearing the call W4TL often on the 
FAA net. The members wish Rudy the best 
on his retirement. 

WBAAIV, Birch should be home shortly 
after an extensive trip to Calif. and a short 
stay in Texas on his return leg. 

A special thanks to K4MV, Floyd, in Ft. 
Lauderdale who has been very active on 
GN and doing an outstanding job. This also 
applies to WA4SCK, I.J. who has been the 
work-horse on the net and also does a great 
job. 

W4JVA, Paul Colby advises he is 
working ona new FAA roster. I will advise 
when this is completed. 


TOP TWENTY 
TRAFFIC HOUNDS 
By W4KGJ & W4RKH 
1. WA4SCK 307 11. WA4BPE 53 
2. K4WKY 300 12, WA4CJM 49 
3. WB4GHD 255 13. W4DVO 45 
4. K4SCL 250 14. WA4PDM dd 
5. W4EH 154 15. K4QCG 37 
6. WB4AJL 136 16. W4FFF rey) 
7. K4BLM 67 17. WA4HDH 32 
8. W4DQS 61 18. WB4HJW 27 
9. WB4AID 099 «619. W4IYT 23 
10. WB4TRI 57 = 20. K4MV Ne 
(No reports from N. Fla. by 
deadline time.) 
TRAFFIC HOUNDS 
By W4KGJ 
NET QNI AVG. QNI QTC AVG. QTC SESSIONS 
QFN 760 20.0 481 7.8 62 
FMTN 522 17.18 190 Tee 26 
FAST 1065 88) 401 6.46 62 
GN 228 19.8 163 5.26 31 
NFPN 613 6.5 159 5.2 31 
QFTN 188 17.1 124 4.2 29 
FPTN 463 7.5 95 3.5 Defi 
VEN 219 26 1.0 29 


OCEAN FROM? 
MOTEL 


3450 OCEAN DRIVE 
VERO BEACH, FLA. 32960 


Your Host Paul Gieselmann (K4K1Q) 


GENERAL RADIO & TV 
REPLACEMENT PARTS 


COLOR TV ANTENNAS— SAMS 
PHOTOFACTS— ALL NAME 
BRAND TUBES. 

Check your radio tubes free. Member 
of Master-Charge. 


HIALEAH ELECTRONICS 


612 E. 9th Ave., Hialeah, Fla. 33010 
Phones: 887-5936 or 885-0992 


(305) 567-7101 


PHONE 688-2757 


1151 N.W. 117th St. 
MIAMI, FLA. 33168 


ARTHUR H. STEAD 
W4LGA 


STEADCRAFT 
VENETIAN BLINDS 


SUPPLIES—-REPAIRS--REFINISHING 
Closed During July & August 


DISTRIBUTOR 


ARGON 
ELECTRONICS CO. 


4849 N.W. 36 Street 
Miami Springs, FL 33166 
(305) 888-8021 


HY-GAIN MOSLEY 


Broadcasting Equipment 
Radio Amateur Equipment 
Slow Scan T.V. 

Antennas, Accessories 


WB4PWR 
A. GONZALEZ 
Manager 


ROHN TOWERS 
MOSLEY ANTENNAS 


For Complete Planning & Erection 
Service within 60 miles, call or write: 


ED ROLLER K41A 
P.O. BOX 894 
Punta Gorda, Fla. 33950 


(813) 639-2148 or 332-1606 


Hi-W41AD W4TVK-John 
Specials on Foreign Tape Recorders 
Radios, Hi-Fi, Stereo Equipment 
Parts — Service 


TAPE RECORDERS 


SAFS, INC. 


Authorized Factory Service of Tampa 


“HI FIDELITY ENGINEERS” 
1719 Kennedy Bivd. 
Tampa, Fla. 33606 
Phone 813-253-3228 


SONY TV 


MOTEL 


MONTEREY 
TV CENTER & CABLE 


MAGNAVOX SALES & SERVICE 
KEN FARWELL, K4BZS 
200 West Monterey Road 


Stuart, FL 33494 (305) 283-7584 


WB4AJQ_ RESTAURANT 


STAFFA’S COUNTY LINE 


Specializing in Pizza 
Phone Orders will be ready to Take 
Out 


U.S. Hwy. at County Line Rd., Jupiter, Fla. 
Phone: 746-4339 


PLASTIC MAGNETIC 
CALL SIGNS 


10%x4 inches on white plastic with 


choice of red or black 2 inch call letters. 
Will last indefinitely! Allow 2 wk. delivery 
$2.50 each or $2.00 each for 2 or more 


Prepaid U.S.A. 


ROARK PLASTIC SIGNS 


371 Pashe-Howa Drive 
Hialeah, FL 33010 


MILK ———— 


NATURES MOST NEARLY PERFECT 
COMPLETE FOOD 
W4GM—E.C. “Clark "’ Mattson 
Okeechobee, Florida 


Producers of Grade A Milk 


LAND LINE: 527-7683 — KMP 4526 


R. R. ALEXANDER 
ELECTRONICS 


TWO-WAY RADIO SALES & SERVICE 
8131 U.S. Hwy. 19 
N. Pinellas Park, Fla. 33565 


Business Band Citizens Band Amateur 
Sam WB4HXQ Wayne K41JN 


Galaxie 
Hallicrafters 
Elco 

Ameco 
Johnson + 


WHOLESALE ELECTRONICS 


437 S. Babcock St., Melbourne, FL 32901 
Ted WA4DHI Geo WA4BNE Jake W4LR 


“invest in. America”’ 


QUOTES 


LISTED K4AGG 
& OTC CHET SINKOWSKI 
STOCKS 573-4000 


C&M SECURITIES 


2138 Biscayne Blvd., Miami 33137 


LAKE PLACID - SEBRING - Highlands County 


Five offices to serve you 
in South Central Florida’s ridge, lake and citrus country — tnely 
the “promised land” for the retirement, vacation, and the investment- 
minded! 
Ranches— Groves—Lakefront—Acreage—Homes— K4vw 
Highway Frontage—Commercial—or WHATEVER.. WB4NO1 
If it’s Highlands County, call us—We cooperate! K4BBH 


TAMPA AIR ELECTRONICS CORP. 
4630 Douglas St., Tampa, Fla. 33615. 
Shop Phone (813) 879-3713 
24 Hour Service Gall Tampa 229-2688. 
Pinellas 447-5128. 


DANIEL L. FRANKLIN K4EHY 


AVIONICS SERVICE 
(813) 879-3713 


LAND — SEA — AIR 
COMMUNICATION, 
NAVIGATION & ELECTRONICS 


DESIGN, SALES & SERVICE 


WANTED — WANTED — WANTED 
NEW UNUSED TUBES 


We have largest stock of unused tubes. 
Will trade or purchase our unused 
excess tubes. All inquiries will be 

answered promptly. 


U.N. ELECTRONICS, INC. 


1632 W. 31 Place, Hialeah, FL 33012 
Phone (305) 821-3114 


-HEATHKIT 
ELECTRONIC CENTER 


[== 3s | HEATHKIT: 


(EAST OF TREASURY CITY.- 
PALM SPRINGS MILE) 
4705 West 16th Ave., Hialeah, Fla. 
| 33012 
PHONE 823-2280 


GOVERNMENT SURPLUS OF ALL TYPES 
ELECTRONICS —— METERS - GUAGES - INSTRUMENTS - TEST 
SETS = SWITCHES - CONNECTORS + RESISTORS = TRANSISTORS « 
DIODES = RELAYS = TUBES = COILS = FILTERS - CAPACITORS - 
RECTIFIERS - PANELS - INDICATING LIGHTS = TRANSFORMERS - 
WIRE - AIRCRAFT - HAROWARE - TOOLS- ELECTRICAL. 


QE Hq Skycraft Parts . bg) 


SAM SKINNER, Owner 
305/843-64 
wy 70 WAREHOUSE 
1821 Tallokas Avenue 


Kaley & 1-4 
Orlando, Florida 32805 


MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. Box 15503 
Orlando, Florida 32808 
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Couanren CENTURY WIRELESS ASS'H., im 


FOUNDED 1947 


WHAT IS Q.C.W.A.? 


By Bob David, W4YK 


If you have been licensed for 25 years or more and are not a member of QCWA, contac 
one of the chapter officers and join in the fun. Quoting K4GT, ‘‘Biggest fun you have eve! 
had.” 

Little did the fifty plus ‘“‘nice guys” who started the QCWA realize that it would grow tc 
over 8,000 members. The 1954 QCWA directory listed but two Florida members. This had 
grown to fewer than 50 by 1965, but today the Florida membership is almost 800. There is a 
reason for this. 

Many have asked me what happens at a QCWA meeting. I’ve attended chapter 
meetings all over the country and for the most part they are all the same. Here’s a typical 
meeting. 

If the meeting place has a bar there will always be a group there. The guffaws and 
racuous laughter indicates the latest stories are in circulation. Lots of fun here. Over ina 
corner a group will be talking earnestly and occasionally someone will point to the ceiling. 
These are the ‘mad scientists” talking about antennas and the newest in gear and 
homebrew equipment. In another corner you will find a group talking vociferously and 
waving their arms. This ggroup is giving the hell to the ARRL, Wayne Green, CQ 
Magazine, the FCC, CBers, traffic nets and DX. 

Then comes the luncheon. Wives are usually invited. Many brownie points are made by 
the members this way. It gets the wife out of the kitchen for a meal and they are much 
more amenable to your purchase of a new rig or a keyer or what have you. You will find 
them enthusiastic about QCWA meetings. 

After lunch the chairman calls the meeting to order and asks for the treasurer’s report. 
After it’s given the wisecracks begin. All in good fun, fo course, but he is usually accused 
of buying round the world tickets for him and his wife. A secretary’s report may or may 
not be given. Minutes of the previous meeting are seldom read since no one really wants to 
know what happened at the last meeting but usually wants to know where and when the 
next meeting will be held. This constitutes most or all of the official business. 

The chairman then calls for each and every man present to introduce himself and 
guests. It’s hard to realize that hamdom has so many Bob Hopes, Jack Bennys and Johnny 
Carsons in its membership giving those present great fun and many a belly laugh. Some of 
the call phonetics not used on the air are priceless. Chapters may or may not have a 
program speaker. If they do have one you can bet he will have some real meat in what he 
has to say. If there’s a one word description of a QCWA meeting the word is fellowship. 
Don’t miss out on it! 

Seriously for a minute, the QCWA hasn’t really pecuupieDes a thing nationally. It was 
not designed to be a “do gooder’’ organization. 

About the only time it took a position on anything was lie the Incentive Licensing 
period. This does not mean that it can’t do so. If it does the mandate will have to come 
from the membership at large and not from the few directors and officers of the QCWA. 
Think about it. Anything we may do in this connection will come from a mature group of 
respected radio amateurs. It will carry real wallop wherever it goes. 

QCWA has but one paid person. Gus Gironda, W2JE, is paid an amount equal to his 
Social Security self-employment deduction. That is all. The rest of the money is spent for 
the Directory, the Bulletin and overall processing of membership applications, etc. 
Money from life memberships is placed in escrow and is not used for operating funds. All 
money received, including that set aside in the life membership fund, is safely invested at 
about six percent. 

Many things, suchas college scholarships, hospitals, veterans, orphanages and various 
funds have been earnestly discussed by the officers and directors as possible recipients 
from our fund. So far the right one does not seem to have caught on sufficiently for the 
officers and directors to make a recommendation to the membership. In the meantime 
the fund is safely invested; will continue to grow and be more meaningful when the right 

thing does come along. 

I you are eligible, join the QCWA. 

If you are not a member, join a chapter and get that extra ‘“‘dividend.’’ You will never 
regret it. 


CITRUS QCWA 


Ken, K4LP and XYL plan a cruise to 
| Caribbean in October. W4JZB is strum- 
ming up a storm with his banjo around 
t Daytona Beach. We enjoyed excellent talk 
by Bill Simons, K4IH at Melbourne 
! hamfest QCWA luncheon on his work with 
Radio Free Europe. Some 36 Citrus 
chapter members enjoyed the luncheon at 
the Old English Pub in Melbourne. 

W4UPA, George Sperry is working up a 
QCWA golf-day and all interested golfers 
please contact George. 

Elmer, W4HFR showed up at the QCWA 
Melbourne meeting with his lovely bride. 


ay ‘a Bie 3 Z ~ pee ee 
Newly elected officers of GATOR CHAPTER: L to R: W4FOM, 
V.P., K4MFF, Pres., W4GQ, Secretary, K4QG, Treasurer. The 
Gators meet Sundays on 3913 kHz at 9a.m. (Photo via K4GT) 
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SOUTHEAST CHAPTER 


Pres Walt Kinney - W4GJ, 98NE 52nd St, Miami 751-6146 
VP John Bay - K4TT, 3328 Wilson St, Hollywood 989-3328 
Sec Tr Frank Orcutt - W4JO, 2752 SW 3rd St, Miami 642-7247 
GATOR CHAPTER 

Pres Harold Grigsby - K4MFF, 11613 108th St N. St Pete 391-7933 
VP Harold Rice - W4FOM, 930 Crosley Dr, Dunedin 733-6633 
Sec A. H. Davis - W4GQ, 6971 Grand Vista Way S. St Pete 347-6937 
Treas Art Monsees - K4QG, 1407 48th Ave NE, St Pete 527-4781 


Luncheon-Meetings every 3rd Sat at noon, Causeway Inn, Courtney- 


Campbell Causeway, Tampa 


Gator Chapter Net, Sundays at 9AM - 3913 LSB 


CITRUS CHAPTER 


Pres Kes Schonert - W4GZT, Rt 1 Highridge, Daytona Beach 253-7721 
VP Sy Greenburg - WB4VMP, 2819 Grove Dr, Sanford 323-5926 
Sec Tr Lee Terry - W4CNV, 1245 S. Crystal Lake Dr, Orlando 


Luncheon-Meetings: Nov in Orlando -~ Jan in Travares - Mar in Daytona 


May in Orlando. 


TREASURE COAST 


Net meets 9AM Saturdays, 7254 


Chairman Isac Roach - W4QM, 800 Date Palm Rd, Vero Beach 567-6717 
ViewiGe George Cooke - W4LEP, 623 9th Pl, Vero Beach 562-4978 
Sec. Herb Combs - W4KEB, RFD 1 Box 727, Jensen Beach 334-6617 
Treas Grover Gnewuch - W4DFZ, Box 127, Vero Beach 567-2524 


SUNCOAST CHAPTER 


Pres 
Sec 
Treas 


Frank Lester - W4AMJ, 1915 Illinois Ave, Englewood 474-5697 
Vic Gomes - W4DN, 5425 Azure Way, Sarasota 
Jules Bamberg - W4DWD, 4722 Stevens Dr, Sarasota 355-5890 


924-8398 


Chapter meets lst Wed of every month. Davey's Locker Room, 
Windjammer Restaurant, 6700 South Tamiami Trail, Sarasota. 


SUWANNEE CHAPTER 


Pres Sec Carl Coleman - K4WJ, 3310 NW 27th Ave, Gainesville 378-9566 


Treas 
VP 


Ted Gormsen - W4SZ, 7288 Alma Rd, Jacksonville 
Hal Sturm - W4UCF, 2412 Jim Lee Rd, Tallahassee 


744-4266 
877-7650 


State wide QOWA net, Sunday noon on 7254 


Q.C.W.A.—SUNCOAST 
CHAPTER 


By Bill Soehl, W4GHR 

Our new season starts on Oct. 3rd at the 
Davey’s Locker Room of the Windjammer 
Restaurant, 6700 South Trail (U.S. 41). 
Let’s mark the calendar with “‘QCWA”’ on 
the first Wednesday of each month, for a 
reminder and we’ll have some ‘‘Heap Big”’ 
meetings. 

This month, we will give you some in- 
teresting facts on Bill Kaufmann, W8MW- 
4. Bill and his XYL, Ruth and Harmonics 
are operating the Zodiac Kennels, at E. 
Sarasota, where they breed Siberian 
Huskys; Samoyeds; German Shepards; 
Doberman Pinschers; Irish Setters and 
even Poodles. The Kennel is about 200’ x 
50’ and accommodates 100 breeding and 
boarding dogs. 

Many of you will wonder how a fellow, 
with Bill’s electrical background is in the 
dog business but, as Bill puts it, dogs was 
his and Ruth’s avocation and when he 
retired from the Cape they decided to 
make it their vocation. 

Born at Irvington, N.J. in the early 20s, 
he received his BS degree from the 
Newark College of Engineering in 1942 and 
his Masters from College of the City of 
N.Y. Bill served in the Signal Corps 1942- 
1946; then taught Electrical Engineering 
and advanced communications at the C.C. 
of N.Y. He designed and manufactured one 
of the first miniatured 2 KW linear am- 


plifiers, while living on Long Island. 

From the C.C. of N.Y. he became 
Project Engineer at the Telechrome Corp., 
1954-59, where he was responsible for 
design and development of color TV 
equipment, Broadcast Networks & Radio 
Telemetry for U.S. Missile programs. In 
1959 he joined the Martin Company, as 
Chief of Electronics Ground Support 
Systems. From the Martin Co. he went to 
Cape Canaveral, as Manager of the 
ATLAS project; a year later found him as 
the Manager of the TITAN project. 

Bill retired from the Cape in 1967. While 
working at the Cape and living in Orlando, 
he worked mobile to and from work and 
ended with a record of 52 countries 
worked. 

He had the calls of W2MRZ (1939); 
W4JVF (1959); W8MW (1968) and is now 
waiting for his second 4th District Call. 

Bill is now a Consulting Engineer on all 
electronic medical test equipment. 


GATOR CHAPTER, QCWA 


By Frank Shannon, K4GT 

Our opening luncheon-meeting, 
following the summer vacation period, will 
be held Saturday, Noon, October 13th. The 
Causeway Inn, Tampa. Let’s have a big 
opener — and bring the gals along, too! 
Don’t miss enjoying our ‘‘Sloshpitality 
Room” in the Electrical Building, Florida 
State Fairgrounds, Tampa, during The 
Greater Tampa Bay Hamfest, October 6th 
& 7th — C U There!! Getting back to our 
“opening the season’’ meeting on October 
13th — please note that it has been ad- 
vanced one week. Our good Secretary, 
W4GQ, Dave, made mention of this change 
over our Gator QCWA Sunday Net — and 
promises to have a written notice in the 
mail to each Gator — in time!! ‘Reading 
the mail” during last Sunday’s Net, Sept. 


(This page paid for by QOWA members 
See more photos and news 
on page 14. 


THAMBAR | 


HAMBAR services of radio equipment 


ONLY will be available to all our sub- - 


scribers, amateurs or non-amateurs, at a 
rate of 50 cents for 35 words, and 5 cents a 
word thereafter. NO AD WILL BE 
PRINTED UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY 
FULL REMITTANCE! Rerun ads must be 
resubmitted each month, no $1.00 for two 
insertions, etc. No Hambar accepted via 
telephone. 

Non-subscribers rate is $1.00 for 35 
words and 5 cents each additional word. 

To Commercial Business:, Classified, 
undisplayed — 50 cents’ per line. 
Illustrative or General Display with 
border — $3.50 minimum, $70 page, in- 
cluding lay-out. 

Deadline 10th of month for all ads. 

FLORIDA SKIP, INC., Advertising 
Department, P. O. Box 501, Miami 
Springs. FL, 33166. 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: For ham ac- 
cessories, Gonset G-66-B receiver AM, CW 
and SSB, 160 thru 10 meters with manual. 
Len Kravitz, WA4FDO, Apt. 217, 160 Royal 
Palm Rd., Hialeah Gardens, FL 33016. 
Phone 305-823-3862. 


DON’T WORRY if a rival imitates you. 
While he follows in your tracks, he can’t 
pass you. . . . Most of us know how to say 
nothing. Few of us know when... . He 
who goes out on a limb gathers the fruit 
.. . SALADA Tags. 


WANTED: DC SUPPLY for Galaxy V MK- 
Il. FOR SALE: Heath Cheynne MT-1 
transmitter and HR-20 receiver, (less 
power supply). Both only $75.00. C. H. 
Wardlow, WA4CGQ, 4139 Eagle Ave., Key 
West, FL 33040. Phone 305-296-2723. 


FOR SALE: Ten-Tec receiver 80, 40, 20, 15 
with built in power supply for 12v.d.c. or 
110 v.a.c. $45.00. Ten-Tec Signalizer S-30 
$45.00. Ben Slayman, 131 W. Blue Heron 
Blvd., Riviera Beach, FL 33404. Phone 305- 
844-6148. 


FOR SALE: Heath SB-301 receiver $199.00. 
Drake 2-NT transmitter, with 5 crystals 
$99.00. Like new and excellent working 
condition. Clark Evans, WN4DDL, 5913 
Marta Dr., Tampa, FL 33617. 


WANTED: Collins 312B5 Console. Ulis L. 
Tucker, W4YRK, 357 Apache Trail, Or- 
mond Beach, F'L 32704. Phone 904-672-1879. 


FOR SALE: COLLINS 51S1 receiver. Al 
Wilson, P.O. Box 307, Naples, FL 33940. 


FOR SALE: SR-150, 5-band SSB rig, 
matching power supply, now on air, recent 
tune up, spare tubes, Turner mike $290.00. 
Frank Reiner, W4JVR, Apt. C212, 1330 
West 54th St., Hialeah, FL 33012. Office: 
305-635-3431. 


WANTED: A.C. and-or d.c. power supply 
for Gonset G-76 transceiver. 117 v.a.c. 60 
cy input at 6.3 v.a.c. at50 amp. xfmr. Sam 
Hicks, K4ILC, 9950 S.W. 164th Terr., 
Miami, FL 33157. Phone 305-235-0865. 


FOR SALE: DRAKE T4XB transmitter 
MS-4 power supply and speaker, R4B 
receiver, all recently factory recon- 
ditioned and presently on the air. $725.00. 
Ted Wayne, WB4CBP, 8250 S.W. 108th St., 
Miami, FL 33156. Phone 305-271-4796. 


WANTED: ALL AMATEURS send your 
comments on Docket 19759 with 14 copies 
to FCC plus one to W4DQD and ARRL. 
Why should we give 1000 kHz of our 220 
MHz band to the CBers? If they get that — 
they will take more. Get busy, write — 
fight! Editor. 


FOR SALE: Heath DX-60B xma with 
manual, HR-10B receiver, no manual, 
built in crystal calibrator, T-R switch, 6 
crystals, A-1 condition. $140.00 or best 
offer. Ted Williamson, WN4CUG, P.O. Box 
786, Wildwood, FL 32785. Phone 904-748- 
2275 after 5 p.m. 


FOR SALE: Hy-Gain Thunderbird 10-15-20 
meter, 30 foot tower with tilt over base, 
mast, balun, coax, TR-44 rotor. Complete 
set-up in excellent condition. First $225.00. 
Also Galaxy 2000B linear with power 
supply and spare tubes. Top shape. $150.00. 
Charles A. Allen, K4SN, 7630 Alhambra 
Blvd., Miramar, FL. Phone 305-981-4487. 


FOR SALE OR TRADE: Thomas Band- 
master Rhythm Unit, new condition plugs 
into any organ, can demonstrate. Brand 
new Bulova Accuraton $275.00 watch, 
retirement presentation, but already have 
one. Hallicrafter SR-150 Transceiver with 
AC & DC power supplies, mobile mount, all 
cables, excellent. Consider sell Mobile 
supply & mount alone. Consider trade 
above items for S line, Drake or ?. S. W. 
Ellner, K4PZ, 6107 N.W. 70th Ave., 
Tamarac, Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 33313. 
Phone 305-721-4283. 


FOR SALE: Lafayette pocket VOM podel 
TE-13 $4.00. S.W. receiver $13.00. Heathkit 
Q Multiplier $7.00. All in good condition. 
Howard Stark, WA4MTH, 9231 Caribbean 
Blvd., Miami, FL 33157. Phone 305-238- 
6430. 


FOR SALE: Zenith solid state 11 band AM- 
FM portable radio with built in 12 v.d.c. 
and 110 v.a.c. Model 73. $200.00. Ben 
Slaysman, 131 W. Blue Heron Blvd., 
Riviera Beach, FL 33404. Phone 305-844- 
6148. 


FOR SALE: Johnson KW Matchbox with 
coupler model 250-30-3 with manual 
$110.00. Andy Wormser, WB4CWK, 4000 N. 
44th Ave., Hollywood, FL 33021. Phone 305- 
962-4590. 


FOR SALE: Here’s the Collins 75A4 you’ve 
been waiting for, looks and works like new. 
2.1 and 3.1 mechanical filters, vernier 
tuning knob, low pass filter, new tubes, 
never repaired, no modifications, manual, 
asking $425.00. Why? It’s perfect and 
worth it. Ser. No. 5596. Tony Bernard, 
W4BRZ, 5633 Baywood Terr., Jackson- 
ville, FL 32211. Phone 904-744-4154. 


FOR SALE: Integrated circuits, cheap. 
Weston 4 inch No. 861 illuminated 0-1 Ma. 
d.c. meters with multiple scale $4.00 each. 
EICO 369 sweep generator with all ac- 
cessories $50.00. Will trade anything on my 
listing for various transmitting tubes. 
SASE for my listing. G. Samkofsky, 
K4HRU, 4803 Brenda Dr., Dover Estates, 
Orlando, FL 32806. 


FOR SALE: JOHNSON KW Matchbox 
with direction coupler, immaculate 
condition $115.00. Galaxy V MK II, 5 band 
Xevr. with defective home brew power 
supply. Xevr. is in excellent shape $175.00. 
0-3000 volt, one Amp. commercial supply, 
220 v.a.c. input with 4-400 RF deck as a 100 
kHz RF induction generator. Excellent 
condition, a real powerhouse. $185.00. 
Tektronix RM-503 with manual, beautiful 
shape $325.00. Other misc. RF goodies, 
write or call. Larry Martin, WA4COE, 
12083 Dolphin Dr., Lake Park, FL 33403. 
Phone 305-622-0842. 


FOR SALE: Two meter Motorola, TR-43 
GGV, with all cables, speaker, mike, 
control head, xtals. for 34-76-94. 12 v.d.c. 
Also Motorola, 80D, operating on 110 v.a.c. 
with xtals. for 34-76-94. Each $50.00. Doc 
Mock, W4RHD, 7525 S.W. 134th St., Miami, 
FL 33156. Phone 305-238-6824. 


WANTED: Hallicrafters SR-46A. State 
condition and price. M. K. Simpson, 
K4GJI, 2506 Birchwood Dr., New Port 
Richey, FL 33552. 


FOR SALE: HR2A transceiver, power 
supply, mike, mobile whip plus trunk 
mount and cable and underdash mount. 
Slot fed double eight yagi, 12 xtals. Used 
less than 5 hours. $275.00. Drake R4B and 
MS4, $300.00. Clay Foster, K4ATW, 248 
Fairway Village, Largo, FL 33540. Phone 
813-531-5498. 


WANTED: SSR-13 or 13A_ receiver 
(operating). Also SX-88 receiver for parts. 
W4SOQ, 14 Milton Rd., Warrington, FL 
32507. Phone 455-4881. 


GLADDING 25, TX 16 28 34 94, RX 76 88 94, 
Topeka pre amp, Touchtone and latest 
mods. $225.00. Keith O’Brien, WA2JIT-4, 
8401 N. Atlantic L-15, Cape Canaveral, FL 
32920. 


FOR SALE: Novice station. Hallicrafters 
SX-111 receiver, speaker, EICO 720 trans- 
mitter, crystals, ear phones. $190.00. John 
McNamara, WB4SFG, 18 E. Oakland Park 
Blvd., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308. Phone 
305-566-0839. 


FOR SALE: Mosley TA-33 Jr. triband 
beam, CDR AR-22 rotor. Pick up only. 
$50.00 buys both. Curt Parrish, W4SVX, 306 
W. Amherst Ave., Melbourne, FL 32901. 
Phone 305-723-8659. 


FREE: Have a good supply of back issues 
of QSTs and some CQs. Free for asking 
and hauling away. If not takers — out they 
go. Andy Clark, W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., 
Miami Springs, FL 33166. Phone 888-3874. 


HAM MAGAZINES. CQ, QST, HAM 
RADIO, 73. Some back to 1930. SASE for 
list. Also, some magazines still needed. 
Send your list if you want to trade. Chuck 
Morrison, K4IBB, 5605 Sedgwick, 
Springfield, VA 22151. 


FOR SALE: Scott hi-fi beautiful encloser 
with speaker 22X12X11 all wood. $14.00. 
DYNAKIT MARK II 50 watt amplifier. 
Uses two 6CA7-EL34 tubes with 16 or 8 ohm 
output with diagram $18.00. Emerson 
clock-AM radio $5.00. Harmon-Kardon 
“Rondo’”’ FM tuner $10.00. Heath dual 
channel hi-fi mixer pre-amp $10.00. All 
prices FOB, Andy Clark, W4IYT, 41 
Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 33166. 


WANTED: Conditional licenses or better 
to serve as ARRL Emergency Coor- 
dinators in the following South Florida 
Section counties: Charlotte, DeSoto, 
Glades, Martin, Osceola, and Sarasota. 
Requirements: Be an ARRL member and 
the desire to set up local emergency 
communications within your county. 
Apply to SCM W4KGJ or SEC W4IYT 
today. Don’t let George do it — you do it. 


TRUP THE CBs: Attractive yellow and 
blue vinyl bumper sticker ‘‘HAMS HAVE 
MORE FUN”’. .35 cents each or 3 for a 
buck at ‘“‘Bumper Sticker’’, 5109 South 
Dixie Hwy., West Palm Beach, FL 33405. 
(Include sales tax and S.A.S.E. with or- 
der.) 


BACK ISSUES: I have 8 or 10 years of 
back issues of AUTOCALL to anyone who 
will send $4.50 to cover shipping charges 
and handling. Need the space. Andy Clark, 
W4IYT, 41 Lenape Dr., Miami Springs, FL 
33166. 


WANTED: Public  service-minded 
amateurs in the following counties of 
Northern Florida to serve as Emergency 
Coordinator (EC): Baker, Dixie, Flagler, 
Gilchrist, Hamilton, Hernando, Jefferson, 
Levy, Liberty, Marion, Nassau, Putnam, 
Seminole, Sumter, Suwannee and Union. 
Requirements: Be an ARRL member and 
interested in setting up local emergency 
communications in your county. Apply to 
SCM, W4RKH or SEC, W4IKB. 


WANTED: All Florida clubs, send in your 
field day scores. Please list total score, 
number of transmitters and location. We 
do not want a copy of the logs. FLORIDA 
SKIP has FD trophies to be awarded at 
Miami Hamboree Jan. 1974. Send your 
scores NOW. Editor, SKIP, Box 501, 
Miami Springs, FL 33166. 


TRANSFORMERS REWOUND: Jess 
Price, W4CLJ, 507 Raehn St., Orlando, FL 
32806. Phone 305-425-7251. 


WANTED: Heath HW-32 and HP-23. 
SELL: Signal Corps R-45 ARR-7 all band 
receiver with S meter and power, VHF 152 
convertor, VF-1 VFO, S-38B receiver, 
Executive CB a.c. and d.c. transceiver, 
etc. My list for yours. Bill O’Connell, 437 - 
18th Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33704. 


FOR SALE: Teletype model 26-B page 
printer with custom table plus 2 rolls of 
paper. All FB shape. $35.00. Mark Zegel, 
WBASDI, 328S.W. 16th Ct., Ft. Lauderdale, 
FL 33315. Phone 305-523-8087. 


FOR SALE: Collins KWM-2, SN-11291 with 
136B-2 noise blanker, PM-2, a.c. power 
supply, manual and extra pair 6146 tubes 
in mint condition. Latest revisions (ser- 
vice bulletin No. 8) installed by 
Jacksonville Collins distributor. $595.00 
FOB. Walter Bickmeyer, K4NI, 2100 N.E. 
41 St., Light House Point, FL 33064. Phone 
305-781-0289. 


FOR SALE: Hustler 4-BTV vertical 
perfect $35.00. Regency AR-2 two meter 
FM amplifier, mint $65.00. HT-200 
motorola handy talkie, built in touchtone 
$175.00. E. S. Friedlander, K4HEM, 5521 
Constant Spring Terr., Lauderhill, FL 
33313. Phone 305-733-7000. 


FOR SALE: Complete ham station as a 
package, KWM2A, 30L1, five inch scope, 2 
SWR bridges, junk Galore, 30L1 needs 
work. Sell for best offer over $1,000.00 
cash. Don Ingle, 19401 Holiday Road, 
Miami, FL. 33157. Phone 305-238-1796. 


FOR SALE: Factory built SB-301 Heath 
receiver $200.00 firm. Heath DX-60B and 
VF-1 VFO $70.00 firm. Jay Garlitz, 
WN4ZVF, 2250 N.E. 192nd St., North 
Miami Beach, FL 33160. Phone 305-949- 
1136. 


SWAP OR SELL: SX-28 receiver for good 
transmatch, monitor scope, Match Box, 
etc. Make offer. Bill Marx, K4EXF, 215 
East Illinois Ave., New Port Richey, FL 
33552. 


FOR SALE: EICO 730 modulator $20.00. 
Lafayette 99-4607 push to talk desk 
ceramic mike $6.00. All excellent. M. D. 
Brill, K4ETW, 627 Queens Loop N., 
Lakeland, FL 33803. Phone 646-4572. 


TRUMP THE CBs: Attractive yellow and 
blue vinyl bumper sticker HAMS HAVE 
MORE FUN. 35 cents each or 3 for a buck 
at BUMPER STICKER, 5109 So. Dixie 
Hwy., West Palm Beach, FL 33405. (In- 
clude sales tax and S.A.S.E. with order.) 


FOR SALE: Heath Apache transmitter 
and Mohawk receiver, manual, matching 
speaker, cables, mike, etc. all in excellent 
condition. Perfect for novice or c.w. buff. 
$150.00. Dave Sellars, WB4PNJ, 1444 
Oldfield Dr., Tallahassee, FL 32303. Phone 
804-385-2017. 


(Continued on page 16) 
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2-METER RTTY 
(Continued from page 1) 
mistakenly believes’ that 
teletype is a complicated and 
expensive mode of operation. 
This is not quite true! In future 
columns we will explain a few of 
the basics of two meter RTTY. 
We will also describe some of 
the gear and terms that are 
used but that are unfamiliar to 
many amateurs. Finally, we 
will try to show any interested 
amateur how he can get on the 
air with RTTY for little more 
than $100 (assuming that he 
already has two meter gear in 
the shack). In addition, he will 
be able to use the RTTY gear 
for operation on other bands. 

Two meter FM activity has 
grown in leaps and bounds in 
the past few years. Hundreds of 
hams have joined the two meter 
FM ranks full of interest and 
enthusiasm. Many have fallen 
by the wayside simply because 
there was not enough challenge. 
Real _honest-to-goodness 
amateurs need that challenge, 
and it can be found in RTTY — 
one of the most fascinating 
means of amateur com- 
munication. 

Earlier, we mentioned in- 


HAMBARS 

(Continued from page 15) 

SALE OR TRADE: Over $600.00 worth of 
rubber stamp manufacturing equipment 
and supplies. Sell for $250.00 or trade for 
receiver and transmitter and-or antenna, 
etc., to get me back on air. Any offers 
invited. Bill Howard, 4631 Le Mans Dr., 
Orlando, FL 32808. Phone 305-299-2401. 


FOR SALE: Thordarson transformer 
NRT-51230, 2000 VCT, 4000 P to P. Relay 
Square D company, 10 amps. 20 feet very 
very heavy power a.c. cable. 3 feet RG8U 
terminating in high voltage plug UG-59B- 
u. Two strings of 8 - 1N764, rectifiers in 
series with 470 K equilizing resistors and 
~ .01 disc ceramic by-pass capacitors. All 
“mounted on plastic board. From 1964 page 
445 of Handbook on 6 M amplifier and new 
4-250A tube, socket and the entire 
schematic mounted on rack panel except 
rectifier section. Make offer. Abbott 
Kagan, WA4HDH, Box 1908, Ft. Myers, FL 
33902. Phone 813-332-0464. 


TELETYPE Kleinschmidt, Gears, rib- 
bons, supplies, parts, Manuals, tuning 
forks, motors, tape. Send SASE for list. 
WANTED: Northern Radio 107, Klein- 
schmidt series motors, teleprinter parts. 
TYPETRONICS, P.O. Box 8873, Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33310, W4NYF. 


FOR SALE: TEMPO DC-One, d.c. power 
supply, never used. Brand new, must sell, 
going to college. Eddie Green, WB4TTI, 
17101 N.E. 6th Ave., North Miami Beach, 
FL 33162. Phone 305-651-1963 after 6 p.m. 


HEATHKITS repaired, aligned. Send 
details for estimate. Curt Parrish, W4SVX, 
306 W. Amherst Ave., Melbourne, FL 
32901. 


What others say of me 
matters little, what I myself say 
and do matters much. 

—Elbert Hubbard 
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terest and education. We feel 
that, if we can make more 
amateurs aware of the en- 
joyment that can be derived 
from RTTY, the necessary gear 
can be added to their stations at 
little expense. There are hams 
presently active in RTTY who 
will be willing to help them get 
started. Then we will be able to 
create the interest to build that 
Florida Two Meter Teletype 
Net! That is the whole point of 
this column! 

If you have the slightest in- 
terest in what we have been 
discussing, or if you know of any 
amateur who would be in- 
terested in getting started, 
please write to TWO METER 
RTTY, c-o FLORIDA SKIP, 
P.O. Box 501, Miami Springs, 
Fla. 33166. If you prefer, you 
can contact any of the amateurs 
listed below. Even better — if 
you have the capability — call 
in or monitor us on 147.03 for 
more information. 

Remember that we are 
talking about a statewide net. 
Many hams are not aware that, 
given a high gain antenna and a 
small amplifier, dependable 24 
hour communications are 
possible to 200 miles or more. 
Even greater range is possible 
via relay, etc. 

The amateurs to contact 
include the writer Bob, K4DXR; 
Les, WB4WFF; Grant, WB4- 
SWH; Neal, KOKBY-4; Mike, 
WBATTZ; Jim, K4TKU; Jim, 
K4LIX; Tom, WA4BSU; Bob, 
W4IET Mark, WB4SDI. 

Two meter RTTY anyone? 


MELBOURNE 
HAMFEST 


By Bob Heron, WB2WYX-2 

At this point in time your 
scribe isn’t sure whether he is 
glad the 
Melbourne Hamfest.is over or is 
just dead tired! To be sure, each 
effort is more and more suc- 
cessful as the years go by and 
we trust a good time was had by 
all. Our first and most im- 
portant measure of success was 
a smile on the face of all who 
attended. Each year we have 
attempted to improve the 
hamfest and were especially 
pleased to have representation 
from Miami, Tampa, Stone 
Mountain, Bartow, Jacksonville 
and many, many others. The 
Melbourne hamfest is surely the 
friendliest in Florida! We had a 
fine representation of 
distributors and the swap tables 
did a brisk business both days. 

A sincere thanks to all who 
attended and we hope you will 
come again next year. 


Eighth Annual 


BLOOD, SWEAT AND IRCS 


By Clara B. Stables, WB4NXR 


I don’t believe it will go out of business; but the neighborhood 
branch post office is going to miss me. On the wall of my shack, in 
the place of honor, flanked by my WAS and my WAC, but totally 
eclipsing them, hangs my DXCC Certificate, resplendent behind 
polished glass and surrounded by an imitation gold frame. Had I 
the dollars spent on 21-cent airmail stamps and 22-cent IRCs, the 
frame would be real gold, or at least gold leaf. But—no IRCs—no 
Certificate. 

I didn’t really start chasing DX seriously until about fifteen 
months ago, at which time I had about eight countries confirmed, 
mostly on ten meters. I decided not to check into any Nets; for I 
believe with Kipling that ‘‘he travels fastest who travels alone.” 
Twenty meters scared me. I would tune to it and shudder. Every 
cqs spilled over each other and operators tuned up with fine 
disregard for QSOs in progress. When a rare or semi-rare DX 
station came on, the pile-up resembled a clutch of XYLs at a grab 
sale. Half of them didn’t know whom the y were calling or where to 
point their beams. They just blasted away with their full gallons— 
or better. With my Cygnet’s weak signal and my low beam, I never 


, Stood a chance. 


I sabotaged a Fin now and then from the house money until I had 
embezzled enough to buy a plug-in 1200 watt amplifier. My mast 
broke ina Force 4 wind (Beaufort Scale) and the West Palm Beach 
ARC boys installed a new one, raising the antenna height to 30 feet. 
Things began to change. I tuned up on 20 meters, swept the band 
until I found a pile-up and added my strident, cigarette-hoarsened 
voice to the multitude. Every so often, I’d get through. 

Then began the trips to the post office. With exasperating 
slowness, the cards trickled back. To cards sent via the Bureau, I 
have YET to receive a single response. Perhaps, if I live long 
enough, the y will all be mailed to me in the big, economy-sized 
envelope. 

I tried calling ‘CQ DX’’ with little response except from our 
ubiquitous Latin-American neighbors requesting phone patches. 
What they did with all the IRCs and SAEs I mailed them, I’ll never 
know. 

I began to scan avidly the Contest Calendar in QST and CQ. 
Contrary to the almost universal belief about YLs and XYLs, I 
don’t like to rag-chew. That is one certificate for which I’ll never 
apply. After I have finished with the physical description of my 
equipment and the weather, I can’t think of much more to say. If 
the QSO drags on and on, I state breathlessly that I must hang our 
or gather.in the wash. 

In contests, all one has to give after the call are the signal 
reports, the state or section, and the contact number. I.m a whiz at 
that—short, succint—no fooling around with superfluous verbiage. 
Then I would mail the QSL cards, complete with IRCs and SAEs. 
The responses were no better or no worse than with regular QSOs. 

The hiss of my baby Swan, even with the booster, didn’t carry far 
enough; nor was her ear very selective. With fond farewells, I 
traded her in on a masterful Drake TR-4 Charlie, who took to the 
linear and to the air like the male duch he is. Contacts were easier. 

One morning, I re-counted by cards and found that I had 103 
countries confirmed. Everyone said I should have a cushion of at 
least five cards. However, I decided to take a chance. They checked 
and after a little more tha n a week, I received the precious ARRL 
DXCC Certificate safely encased in a cardboard tube. 

Incidentally, I have decided to give the postman $10.00 for 
Christmas this year. After all, he was the motorized Mercury— 
the messenger of the omnipotent Gods. 

Darned if I know where my high school and college diplomas are; 
but I do know where my DXCC Certificate is. By dint of blood, 
sweat, IRCs, one B-WI note, and one dollar bill, I have won it. Now, 
Ica n relax and just make an occasional contact with a W1 or a K2 
or even a KZ5. 

But—QRX one! Isn’t there some kind of certificate given for 
Work All Zones? I must look into this. It just might be worth a try. 


